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U.S -Japan  Status  of  Forces  Agreement 


from  Wikipedia.  tfie  free  encyclopedia 

(Redirected  from  U  S  -Japan  Status  of  Forces  Ajreement 

U.S. -Japan  Status  of  Forces  Agreement  (official  name  Agreement  under  Article  VI  of  the  Treaty  of  Mutual  Cooperation  and  Secunty  between 
Japan  and  the  United  States  of  America  Regarding  Facilities  and  Areas  and  the  Status  of  United  States  Armed  Forces  in  Japan)  is  an  agreement 
between  Japan  and  the  U  S  approved  and  enacted  in  1960  as  stipulated  in  article  VI  of  the  U  S  -Japan  Security  Treaty,  signed  January  19.  1960  in 
Washington  It  is  a  status  of  forces  agreement  that  concerns  the  treatment  of  United  States  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  Japan 


e  SOFA  has  become  a  major  political  issue  following  instances  of  violent  crimes  allegedly  committed  by  seMcemembers  '  '  Although  the  Japanese 
court  system  has  jurisdiction  for  most  crimes  committed  by  American  service  members  m  Japan,  there  are  exceptions  rf  the  American  was  "actio-  ~ 
official  duty."  or  rf  the  victim  was  another  Amencan  In  those  cases  the  American  system  has  jurisdiction .  unless  rt  is  voluntarily  waived 


Additionally  some  idiosyncracies  of  the  agreement  create  areas  of  perceived  privilege  for  American  service  members  For  instance  because  the 
SOFA  exempts  most  U  S  military  members  from  Japanese  visa  and  passport  laws  past  incidents  occurred  in  which  U  S  military  members  were 
transferred  back  to  the  U  S  before  facing  charges  in  Japanese  courts  Furthermore  the  agreement  requires  that  if  a  U  S  servicemember  is  suspected 
of  a  crime  but  is  not  captured  outside  of  a  base  by  the  Japanese  authorities  the  U.S.  authorities  are  to  retain  custody  until  the  servicemember  is 
formally  indicted  by  the  Japanese  ^  Although  the  agreement  also  requires  U  S  cooperation  with  Japanese  authorities  with  investigations.^-  the 
Japanese  authorities  often  object  that  they  still  do  not  have  regular  access  to  question  or  interrogate  U.S.  service  members,  making  it  difficult  for 


US-Japan  Status  of  Forces 
 AgrMtrwnt  

Agreement  Under  Article  VI  of  the 
Treaty  of  Mutual  Cooperation  and 
Security:  Facilities  and  Areas  and 
the  Status  of  United  States  Armed 
Forces  in  Japan 


http://en.wikipedia.Org/wiki/U.S.-Japan_Status_of_Forces_Agreement 
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i^NEWS 

HOME 

VIDEO     U.S.     WORLD  POLITICS 

ENTERTAINMENT  TECH 

NOW 

GEORGE  ZIMMERMAN     •     AARON  HERNANDEZ 

.     VATICAN  ACCOUNTANT     •  | 

U.S.  Soldiers  Sought  in  Alleged  Japan  Rape 


TOKYO.  June  29 


^Twoet  Several  men  allegedly  raped  a  Japanese  woman  on  Okinawa  island  today,  and  a 

witness  said  the  attack  appeared  to  have  been  committed  by  U.S.  military  personnel, 
police  said. 


http://abcnews.go.  com/lnternational/story?id=80846&page=1#.UbdE4uenz-Z 
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